
 
CLINICAL POLICY ADVISORY GROUP (CPAG) 

Statement 

 
NHS Derby & Derbyshire ICB has deemed that acupuncture will not be 

routinely commissioned for pain management 
 

CPAG recognises the NICE guideline (NG193) and acknowledges that acupuncture is a 
service that is not routinely commissioned and available across Derbyshire in a 
community setting 

 
CPAG recognises that the NICE guideline recommends acupuncture for Primary Chronic 
Pain which is a condition that is difficult to diagnose4. 

 
Regarding the economic evidence to support CPAG notes the heterogeneity of the 
studies, and the number of studies used, should be taken into account when 
interpreting this analysis. 

 

The ICB 'commissioning intentions', list the service developments that have been 
agreed as part the planning and prioritisation process. 

 

These commissioning intentions will be reviewed periodically. This is to 
ensure affordability against other services commissioned by the ICB. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Derby and Derbyshire ICB Position Statement 
Acupuncture 

 

 

 

 

References 
1. Appraisal of the Evidence for Acupuncture for Pain Management (excluding Low Back Pain) 

2017. Jan 2021 – no updated reviews, https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/acupuncture/ 
2. https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng193 Accessed 19/05/2021 
3. Faculty of Pain Medicine Statement on National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

Guideline on Chronic pain (primary and secondary) in over 16s: assessment of all chronic pain 
and management of chronic primary pain, 
07/04/21,https://fpm.ac.uk/sites/fpm/files/documents/2021- 
04/FPM%20Statement%20on%20NICE%20Chronic%20Pain%20Guidelines%202021-04-07.pdf 

4. The British Pain Society's initial statement on NICE guideline NG193 on Chronic pain (primary 
and secondary) in over 16s: assessment of all chronic pain and management of chronic primary 
pain, 08/04/21, 
https://www.britishpainsociety.org/static/uploads/resources/files/BPS_statement_on_final_NICE_g 
uideline_NG193_for_CPP_and_CSP_-_8_April_2021_FINAL.pdf 

 
 
 

 
Acupuncture 

Date Issued: January 2021  Date Updated: May 2021 
Review Date: December 2023  Extended to: December 2026 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng193
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/acupuncture/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng193
https://fpm.ac.uk/sites/fpm/files/documents/2021-04/FPM%20Statement%20on%20NICE%20Chronic%20Pain%20Guidelines%202021-04-07.pdf
https://fpm.ac.uk/sites/fpm/files/documents/2021-04/FPM%20Statement%20on%20NICE%20Chronic%20Pain%20Guidelines%202021-04-07.pdf
https://fpm.ac.uk/sites/fpm/files/documents/2021-04/FPM%20Statement%20on%20NICE%20Chronic%20Pain%20Guidelines%202021-04-07.pdf
https://www.britishpainsociety.org/static/uploads/resources/files/BPS_statement_on_final_NICE_guideline_NG193_for_CPP_and_CSP_-_8_April_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.britishpainsociety.org/static/uploads/resources/files/BPS_statement_on_final_NICE_guideline_NG193_for_CPP_and_CSP_-_8_April_2021_FINAL.pdf
https://www.britishpainsociety.org/static/uploads/resources/files/BPS_statement_on_final_NICE_guideline_NG193_for_CPP_and_CSP_-_8_April_2021_FINAL.pdf

